
After a writer has turned in her script and the 
project is produced, one of the most important 
documents she can expect is the Notice of Tentative 
Writing Credit (NTWC). Companies are required to 
deliver the NTWC for a project to the Guild and to all 
participating writers or to their representatives. 
Given how valuable credits are to a writer’s career, 
guaranteeing that the writer sees the NTWC is a 
critical task for every representative. 

NEW TO 2017 MBA - ntWcs mAY 
Be emAiled to Writers

Under prior contracts, 
companies could send the NTWC to 
writers or their representatives by 
fax, certified mail, personal delivery 
or telegram. Under the new 2017 
MBA, companies have the option to 
email the NTWC to participating 
writers. As legal representatives for 
those writers, you and your agency 
have specific responsibilities related 
to this manner of delivery.

The 2017 MBA allows delivery of the NTWC by 
email to a participating writer only when all of the 
following requirements are met. The writer’s personal 
services agreement must include his email address in
addition to his express agreement to receive notices 
by email. The contract must also specify the email 
address of the writer’s designated representative. 
The representative’s email address must be an 
individual address and not a main or generic agency 
mailbox. 

While each of these contractual requirements 
must be met before a company may email the NTWC 
to a participating writer, the importance of notifying 
your client whenever (and however) you receive the 
NTWC merits further comment.

mAKe sure Your Writer client sees tHe 
ntWc reGArdless of HoW it is deliVered 
to Your office 

The 2017 MBA includes a new 
option to deliver NTWCs to 
participating writers by email, but 
the strict rules regarding how and 
when a writer can protest the 
proposed credits remain unchanged. 
In light of the brief window during 
which your client may protest 
proposed writing credits, it is 
essential that you forward the 
NTWC to your client as soon as you 
or your office receives it. Your failure 
to do so could result in your client’s 

losing the right to protest the company’s proposed 
writing credits and argue for the credit he believes is 
appropriate.

The MBA specifies strict deadlines to protest 
proposed writing credits. For theatrical motion 
pictures, a writer must submit a protest within 12 
business days of the company’s “dispatch” of the 
NTWC. For television and new media programs, the 
protest window is shorter still — 7 business days.
If the company requests an emergency credit 
determination,  the window may be shortened to as 
little as 3 business days. Absent a timely protest by a 
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participating writer, or unless the credit is subject 
to an automatic arbitration, the proposed credit 
automatically becomes final.

You should make sure that everyone in your office 
understands the importance of the NTWC and the 
strict MBA deadlines. Regardless of the delivery 
method, whenever your office receives a NTWC it 
should be brought to your attention and immediately 
forwarded to your client. Failure to do so can have 
significant negative consequences for your client. 

If you have any questions, please call the Guild’s 
Credits Department at (323) 782-4528.
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